you can't be too careful	19
from his world of possibility by the unexpected death of his
father when he was four. Mr Richard Tewler was crossing
the road from Camden Town Tube Station and had just
passed behind an omnibus, when he discovered another
bearing down upon him from the opposite direction and
close upon him. He might have dashed across in front 01
that, but suddenly he stopped dead. It would have been
wiser to recoil. You cannot be too careful, and in that
instant while he stood uncertain as to the best course to
pursue, the big vehicle, which was swerving to pass behind
him, skidded and killed him.
Fortunately he had insured his life so fully, taking out a
new policy when Edward Albert was born, that on the whole
his wife and son were left rather better off than they had ever
been before his loss. He had belonged to a Burial Society,
and the funeral had a black magnificence of the most satisfying
sort. Messrs Golebrook and Mahogany put up a special
ceremonial shutter (used normally for royal funerals) at each
great window, six of the warehousemen, including Matterlock
and Shackle the Sniffer, were given time off to attend the
funeral, and Jim Whittaker, who knew that Tewler was
irreplaceable and ought to have had a rise years ago, sent as
big a wreath of virginal lilies as money could buy. The
salesman in the shop also sent a wreath, and Mrs Tewler's
uncle in Scotlarid astonished her by sending one too ; a
distinctly niggardly one, however, of everlasting flowers, with
a curious second-hand look about it.
That intrigued her greatly. Why had he sent it ? How he
had come by it was beyond her imaginative range. He had
acquired it some months before when he sold, up one of his
weekly tenants, an undertaker's widow. He had taken it
because there was nothing else to take in its place. But he
hated the sight of it once he had got it and hung it up on the
living-room wall. He began to have fancies about it. He
feared it might grace his own demise. The undertaker's widow,
a dark highland woman with second sight, had cursed hinu
Simply for taking what was due to him she had cursed him.
Maybe she had cursed this wreath on to him. Once he had

